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ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1972 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Glendale  Rural  District  Council 

As  this  will  be  the  final  report  to  you,  and  in  197^  medical  officers  of 
health  will  end  a long  association  with  local  government,  it  seems  appropriate 
and  of  interest  to  recollect  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  over  the  years. 
When  one  does  look  back  one  is  left  with  an  impression  of  how  fast  time  passes 
and  change  takes  place  and  yet  also  how  slowly. 

The  oldest  available  report  by  a medicaJ.  officer  of  health  in  this  area 
is  that  for  Alnwick  in  1902.  No  doubt  it  was  representative  of  the  circum- 
stances existing  in  North  Northumberland  at  that  time  and  it  is  largely  re- 
printed in  the  following  pages.  All  those  who  are  seventy-years-old,  and  there 
cire  many,  were  born  into  the  conditions  depicted  in  the  report  and  they  either 
experienced  them  or,  as  was  the  habit  then,  were  protected  from  them  in  what 
is  now  referred  to  as  the  "golden**  Edwardian  era.  Public  health  was  very  much 
involved  with  drains  and  infectious  disease.  There  were  lodging  houses  for 
tramps  and  overcrowding  - how  often  does  one  see  a tramp  let  alone  a female 
tramp  in  Northumberland  in  1972.  There  was  the  belief  that  infectious  dis- 
eases were  largely  spread  from  blocked  drains  as  much  as  by  personal  contact. 
Scavenging  had  just  been  imdertaken  by  the  local  authority  and  there  was  a 
recent  Act  to  control  people's  conditions  of  work. 

In  the  centre  of  the  town  there  were  stables,  byres  and  middens  with 
liquid  manure  seeping  into  houses.  The  open  offal  cart  wended  its  way  through 
unpaved  streets.  Drinking  water  was  often  coloured  and  had  to  be  turned  off 
on  many  nights.  Water-borne  sewage  had  only  settling  tanks  for  treatment 
while  in  the  rural  areas  especially  earth  closets  were  the  rule  and  not  the 
exception. 

There  was  an  infectious  disease  hospital  with  uncovered  access  to 
toilets,  inadequate  hot  water  supply  and  no  means  of  disinfection.  Presumably 
the  female  tramp  with  smallpox  was  admitted  there. 

There  is  an  unconscious  humour  in  the  report.  The  opening  address  of 
"Gentlemen"  could  not  possibly  envisage  women  members  serving  on  the  Council. 
There  is  the  suggestion  that  the  Councillors  would  be  more  relieved  to  bq 
spared  the  cost  of  a smallpox  outbreak  than  they  would  be  to  escape  an 
epidemic.  There  was  the  assumption,  as  was  commonly  believed,  that  small  boys 
would  suffer  psychologicail  damage  as  a result  of  seeing  unpleasant  sights  in 
the  slaughterhouse  and,  also,  that  the  town's  morals  would  deteriorate  if  the 
water  supply  was  cut  off. 

Both  the  birth  and  infant  mortality  rates  were  high  and  21  infants  out 
of  17^  live  births  died  before  they  were  one  year  old.  Only  two  out  of  every 
five  people  lived  until  they  were  sixty.  There  were  l8  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
and  these  occurred  in  people  aged  as  young  as  25  years.  The  incidence  in  1902 
of  other  killing  infectious  diseases  such  as  smallpox  and  diphtheria  was 
probably  low  compared  with  other  years. 

A public  mortuary  was  needed  both  because  dead  bodies  presumably  un- 
claimed were  found  lying  in  the  streets  and  because  there  was  no  alternative 
but  to  keep  decomposing  deceased  relatives  in  overcrowded  bedrooms. 

Many  houses  had  standpipes  for  water  and  gullies  for  slops.  Yards  and 
streets  were  largely  unpaved.  The  milk  supply,  a common  source  of  infection, 
was  untreated  and  badly  stored. 
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In  the  midst  of  these  conditions  it  was  only  possible  to  find  one  house 
which  was  unfit  for  habitation.  One  wonders  what  it  was  like. 

It  is  of  interest  to  compare  events  and  conditions  in  Alnwick  in  1902 
with  a population  of  about  6,000  with  those  in  rural  North  Northumberland  in 
1972  which  had  a population  of  85,000  (the  ten  authorities  from  Morpeth  v/est 
to  Rothbury  and  north  to  Berwick). 

In  these  ten  authorities  in  1972  there  were  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis; 
one  person  aged  71  years  and  the  other  a recent  immigrant  from  abroad.  There 
were  only  nine  new  cases  mainly  in  older  people. 

Only  nineteen  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  occurred  in  nearly  one 
thousand  births  and  half  of  these  were  the  result  of  congenital  abnormalities 
incompatible  with  life.  There  was  one  death  each  from  food  poisoning  and 
meningitis  but  these  were  unusual  occurrences.  Diphtheria,  typhoid,  smallpox 
and  poliemyelitis  were  mainly  risks  through  importation  from  abroad. 

Most  of  the  area  had  mains  water  supply  apart  from  outlying  farms  and 
small  villages.  Sewage  treatment  had  only  been  provided  in  many  areas  in 
recent  years  but  the  remaining  centres  of  population  had  schemes  under  con- 
struction or  consideration. 

In  the  ten  years  1962/71  the  population  fell  by  4,000.  Nine  hundred  and 
twenty  unfit  houses  were  demolished  but  4,280  new  houses  were  built  which  meant 
that  fewer  people  were  living  in  more  and  better  housing. 

Of  the  deaths  in  1972  only  one  quarter  occurred  in  persons  who  were 
under  sixty  five  years  of  age. 

In  1972  lodging  houses  and  infectious  diseases  hospitals  were  no  longer 
local  necessities;  housing  had  improved  almost  beyond  recognition;  there  was  a 
mortuary  in  Alnwick;  slaughterhouses,  food  hygiene  and  milk  production  were 
controlled  by  legislation;  there  was  good  refuse  collection  and  disposal;  t^ere 
was  control  of  conditions  of  work;  in  general  currently  acceptable  standards 
for  living  conditions  were  no  longer  comparable  with  1902. 

If  those  involved  with  environmental  conditions  in  1902  were  to  have 
returned  seventy  years  later  they  could  have  been  excused  for  thinking  that, 
in  the  lifetime  of  the  babies  born  in  their  year,  most  of  what  they  had  set 
out  to  do  had  been  achieved. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


in  Alnwick  for  1902  are  printed  in  the  following  pages. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  other  Members  of  the 
Alnwick  Urban  District  Council 

1902 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  weather  during  the  year  1902  has  been  throughout  cold  and  wet,  and 
favourable  to  the  development  of  pulmonary  disease  and  rheumatism.  The  absence  of 
warm  weather  has  lessened  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  so  commwn  in  the  summer  time... 
It  is  a matter  of  congratulation  that  the  town  has  not  had  to  cope  with  an  epidemic 
of  Smallpox,  and  its  accompaaying  expenses. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  small  rainfall  has  caused  the  water  supply  to  be  short  on  several 
occasions,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  shut  it  off  for  98  nights.  Pumping  has 
had  to  be  again  resorted  to  on  62  days. 

I cannot  do  better  than  preface  my  remarks  about  water  supply  than  by 
quoting  an  extract  from  a standard  work  on  Public  Health.  "Of  all  vital  requisites 
water  is  the  most  essential.  It  has  decided  in  large  measure  the  distribution  of 
man  over  the  globe,  and  at  the  present  day  in  sanitary  matters  its  consideration 
takes  precedence  over  all  other  questions.  A wholesome  and  liberal  supply  of  water 
is  essential  to  every  community,  not  only  for  alimental  use,  but  for  purposes  of 
personal  and  general  cleanliness,  trade  and  manufacture,  and  safety  against  fire. 
Deficiency  of  water  is  invariably  follov/ed  by  ill-health,  and  a lowering  #f  the 
moral  standard". 

Danger  of  Intermittent  Supply.  - Should  any  escape  of  foul  gas  occur  near 
the  hydrants  there  is  the  danger  of  its  being  sucked  into  the  mains  and  so  poll- 
uting the  supply.  There  is  another  and  greater  danger  to  be  contended  against, 
viz. , the  street  hydrants  become  full  of  filth  which  is  washed  into  them  from  time 
to  time...  thus  finding  its  way  into  the  pipes,  and  finally  into  domestic  supplies. 

If  this  happened  at  only  one  point  it  is  quite  enough  to  render  useless  the  care 
that  is  taken  in  collecting  and  purifying  water.  How  much  more  must  this  apply 
when  nearly  all  the  hydrants  are  affected...  After  wet  weather  the  supply  is  col- 
oured... This  colouration  evidently  comes  from  the  shallower  springs;  as  it  is 
from  two  to  three  days  after  a heavy  rain  that  we  begin  to  feel  the  benefit  of  an 
increased  supply,  combined  with  the  turbid  condition  which  leads  many  people  to 
think  that  they  are  drinking  Rugley  Burn. 

SEWAGE 

The  Canongate  Sewage  system  is  at  present  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
Council,  and  also  the  treatment  of  the  combined  sewage  at  the  Main  Sewage  Works. 

It  is  at  present  proposed  to  slightly  modify  these, to  make  them  into  open  septic 
ianks,  and  then  treat  the  combined  effluent  by  Aerobic  Filters. 

SCAVENGING 

Since  the  Council  has  taken  the  scavenging  into  its  own  hands  there  has 
been  a marked  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  town.  This  must  have  a bene- 
ficial effect  upon  the  Public  Health.  It  is,  however,  very  difficult  to  deal  with 
some  districts,  as  places  that  are  cleaned  in  the  morning  become  as  bad  as  ever 
before  night  owing  to  the  careless  and  filthy  habits  of  certain  portions  of  the 
community. 

DISPOSAL  OF  SLOPS 

The  careless  method  of  disposal  of  slops  in  some  of  the  crowded  parts  of  the 
town  has  given  rise  to  many  nuisances  in  the  past,  due  to  the  absorption  of 
putrescible  matter  into  the  soil  surrounding  the  sinks,  and  its  subsequent  de- 
composition in  warm  weather.  In  view  of  this,  I reported  to  the  Council  in  May  as 
to  the  benefit  that  would  accrue  from  cementing  the  surface  round  the  sinks  for  a 
distance  of  two  or  three  feet.  I find  from  the  Inspector's  report  that  many  have 
been  done. 


/cont 
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PAVING  OF  YARDS 

A great  number  of  the  yards  and  lanes  are  at  present  either  unpaved  or  at 
best  only  paved  with  cobble  stones.  In  some  of  these  there  are  dwelling  houses 
mixed  up  with  stables,  cowsheds  and  their  attendant  middens;  the  consequence 
being  that  the  rain  and  liquid  manure  penetrate  into  the  soil  and  foxmdations 
of  the  houses,  and  render  them  damp  and  unhealthy. 

HOUSE  ACCOMI'IODATION 

The  house  accommodation  for  the  '/orking  Classes  still  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  The  erection  of  workmen's  divellings  behind  Clayport  is  slowly  progress- 
ing, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be  finished  during  the  coming  season.  Many  more 
houses  are  required  in  the  town  before  overcrowding  can  be  thoroughly  dealt  with, 

LODGING  HOUSES 

The  erection  of  two  Lodging  Houses,  one  ©f  which  is  registered,  and  the 
other  I expect,  will  be  by  the  time  this  report  is  read,  will  relieve  the  town  of 
a good  deal  of  responsibility,  and  enable  the  authorities  to  do  away  with  the  un- 
licensed Lodging  Houses,  and  to  deal  with  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding  that 
may  occur. 

HOUSES  CLOSED 

A house  in  the  Angel  Inn  Yard  has  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
and  also  a room  in  the  Crown  Inn  Yard.  Both  have  been  closed. 

HOUSES  BUILT 

Only  about  seven  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  past  year,  or  are  in 
course  of  erection...  The  widening  of  the  footpath  on  Bondgate  Hill,  and  the 
making  of  a cart  track  hardly  come  under  the  heading  of  sanitary  improvements, 
though  undoubtedly  of  great  benefit  to  the  town. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

The  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  certain 
improvements  would  be  beneficial.  The  necessity  of  cleanliness  has  been  impressed 
upon  the  tenants,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  a great  step  has  been  made  in  this 
direction  although  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  The  number  of  boys  who 
hang  about  the  slaughter  houses  are  a great  annoyance  to  the  tenants,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  bad  effect  such  sights  must  have  upon  them. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

The  attention  of  the  Council  is  specially  directed  to  the  Dairies  and 
Cowsheds.  In  many  cases  cows  are  kept  in  unsuitable  places,  the  air-space 
required  being  in  nearly  every  case  insufficient,  and  the  provision  for  the 
storage  of  milk  are  wf  a most  meagre  description. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT 

This  Act  which  came  into  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  enables  the 
Council  to  deal  with  workshops  and  work  places  which  have  not  sufficient  air- 
space, nor  necessary  accommodation  for  employees;  and  which  are  not  kept  in  such 
a state  of  cleanliness  as  may  be  necessary. 


/contd 
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BAKEHOUSES 

The  bakehouses  have  received  special  attention,  and  were  found  clean;  and 
with  the  exception  of  one,  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  which  provides  that  en  and 
after  Jan.  1st,  190^ i no  underground  bakehouse  is  to  be  permitted  unless  special 
provision  for  ventilation  and  lighting  be  made. 

INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL 

The  Infectious  Hospital  requires  certain  alterations  and  improvements  in 
view  of  the  climate  in  which  we  live.  The  present  open  way  from  the  wards  to  the 
Nurses'  room  and  w.c.'s  should  be  closed  in,  provision  made  for  an  adequate 
supply  of  hot  water,  and  an  efficient  disinfecting  apparatus  provided. 

PHTHISIS 

In  November  I reported  to  the  Council  as  to  the  infectious  nature  of 
Phthisis,  and  the  Council  gave  their  consent  for  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to 
disinfect  any  room  where  a death  from  that  disease  had  occurred.  My  medical 
colleagues  in  the  town  have  promised  to  give  all  assistance  in  their  power  in 
the  voluntary  notification  of  such  cases. 

MORTUARY 

Perhaps  I might  here  mention  the  need  there  is  in  Alnwick  ef  a properly 
constructed  Public  Mortuary,  not  only  for  the  disposal  of  any  dead  body  that  may 
be  found  and  await  a Coroner's  Inquest,  but  also  for  the  reception  of  the  dpad 
before  interment.  There  are  many  families  living  in  one  or  two  rooms  among  ]whom 
the  practice  of  keeping  a dead  body  in  the  house  for  a considerable  time  before 
burial  is  the  rule  and  not  the  exception.  I may  point  out  that  there  is  a certain 
danger  to  Public  Health  in  retaining  a corpse  in  a crowded  house  until  putrefaction 
commences.  This  danger  becomes  more  apparent  when  the  death  happens  to  have  taken 
place  from  an  infectious  disease.  I am  quite  aware  of  the  prejudices,  and  oppo- 
sition, there  would  be  to  the  removal  of  the  dead  from  the  home  to  the  mortuary 
op  the  part  cf  the  very  class  of  people  who  would  benefit  most  by  such  an  est- 
ablishment, but  still  I consider  it  my  duty  in  the  interest  of  public  health  to 
mention  the  need  there  is  for  some  provision  of  this  kind. 

DEATHS 

During  the  year  there  have  been  113  deaths,  19  of  which  occurred  in  the 
public  institutions  in  the  town.  Of  these,  44  were  over  the  age  of  60  and  21 
under  1 year  of  age. 

DEATH  RATE 

The  annual  death-rate  is  l6.82  per  1000.  Although  the  death  rate  is  higher 
than  last  year  it  is  3»3  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years. 


The  causes  ®f  death  as  tabulated  are  as  follows ;- 


Diarrhoea 

• • 

1 

Diseases  and  Accidents) 

Phthisis 

• • 

10 

of  Parturition  ) 

..  1 

Tubercular  Diseases 

• • 

8 

Heart  Disease 

..  13 

Cancer 

• • 

9 

Accidents 

- 5 

Bronchitis 

• • 

9 

Brain  Diseases 

..  6 

Pneumonia 

• • 

9 

Urinary  System 

..  8 

Alcoholism 

• • 

2 

Digestive  System 

..  11 

Premature  Birth 

• • 

1 

All  other  causes 

..  20 

Total  113 


/contd 


6 


All  the  deaths  from  Phthisis  occurred  in  persons  between  the  ages  of  25 
and  60.  The  Phthisis  death-rate  compares  favourably  with  that  of  last  year... 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  1 year  (21)  is  higher  than 
last  year,  but  still  3»7  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  yesirs. 

BIRTHS 

registered  during  the  year  numbered  17^  “ 8l  males  and  93  females,  giving  s 
birth-rate  of  25*9  per  1000.  The  birth-rate  is  below  the  average  of  the  last 
10  years,  the  average  rate  being  27*6. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

There  have  been  during  the  year  22  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified, 
as  follows;- 

Smallpox  1 Erysipelas  3 

Diphtheria  1 Scarlet  Fever  17 

none  of  these  fortunately  ended  fatally. 

The  case  of  Smallpex  was  of  a modified  type,  and  occurred  in  a tramp 
admitted  to  the  Workhouse.  It  fortiuiately  did  not  spread,  although  we  had  reason 
to  believe  that  the  woman  had  been  into  the  town  before  admission  to  the  House. 
No  cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  case  of  Diphtheria,  but  as  one  or  two  other 
cases  had  previously  occurred  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  attention  was 
directed  to  the  gully  traps  in  the  street...  In  most  cases  of  Scarlatina  not 
traceable  to  outside  infection  the  drains  have  been  examined,  and  in  sever^ 
cases  have  been  found  to  be  at  fault. 


The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  19®2  reports  under  the  following 
headings ; - 

Total  number  of  nuisances  abated 

Number  of  water  closets  repaired 

Number  limewashed,  cleansed 

New  syphonic  cisterns  in  place  of  old  ones 

Pan  closets  taken  out  and  replaced  by  pedestals 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 

Drains  relaid,  repaired  or  otherwise  improved 

Drains  trapped  by  gully  traps 

Drains  flushed  with  hosepipe 

Drains  smoke  tested 

Rooms  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease 
Miscellaneous  nuisances  arising  from  various  causes 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ~ 1972 

Vital  Statistics  The  estimated  mid-year  population  of  the  District  in  1972 
was  6,070  persons.  This  was  110  fewer  than  were  enumerated  at  the  Census  in 
1971  and  the  fall  is  indicative  of  continued  outward  migration.  There  were 
only  29  more  deaths  than  births  during  the  year  and  the  total  population 

I 

has  fallen  by  over  the  last  10  years. 

There  were  51  births  - 21  males  and  5O  females.  The  annual  number  of 
births  has  fallen  markedly  particularly  over  the  past  five  years  and  is  now 
on  average  barely  more  than  half  what  it  was  ten  years  ago.  The  crude  birth 
rate  was  8.4  per  thousand  population  and  this  was  just  over  half  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  (l4.8  per  thousand).  The  area  comparability  factor 
for  births  was  1.34  and  the  adjusted  birth  rate  11.3  per  thousand. 

Eighty  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  - 43  males  and  37  females. 
Fifty  per  cent  of  these  involved  persons  aged  seventy  five  years  or  older 
and  eighty  per  cent  involved  persons  aged  sixty  five  years  or  older.  For 
the  third  consecutive  year  there  were  no  deaths  of  infants  aged  under  one 
year  and  there  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  involving  any  persons  aged 
under  thirty  five  years.  There  was  one  fatality  in  an  elderly  person  as  a 
result  of  a motor  vehicle  accident.  Two  deaths  were  due  to  infectious 
diseases  which  is  comparatively  uncommon  nowadays.  The  common  causes  of 
death  were  in  the  expected  categories  compared  with  the  country  as  a 
whole  and  taking  into  consideration  the  age  structure  in  the  District. 
Immunisation  This  was  maintained  at  a high  level  during  the  yesir  and  the 
table  shows  the  number  of  infants  in  the  northern  district  who  have  re- 
ceived primary  immunisations.  Acceptance  of  rubella  vaccination  for  ado- 
lescent girls  has  again  been  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  Measles 
vaccination  for  one-year-old  children  also  continues  to  gain  in  acceptab- 
ility but  has  not  yet  reached  the  level  of  other  primary  vaccination. 
Infectious  Diseases  There  were  only  four  notified  infectious  diseases  but 


two  of  these  ended  fatally.  A middle  aged  man  developed  septicaemia  as  a 
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result  of  infection  with  Salmonella  java  and  died  shortly  afterwards.  Six 
other  persons  in  close  contact  were  shown  to  have  been  infected  with  the 
same  organism  but  none  of  them  were  ill  or  had  any  symptoms.  The  source 
of  this  infection  could  not  be  ascertained  although  investigations  in- 
cluded household  pets  and  work  contacts.  One  death  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis occurred  in  a male  who  was  a comparatively  recent  immigrant  to 
this  country  and  it  was  highly  probable  that  he  had  acquired  his  in- 
fection abroad.  There  were  a considerable  number  of  work  contacts  but 
chest  x-rays  of  these  were  all  negative. 


Ian  G.P.  Fraser 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

The  area  of  the  district  was  147,9^1  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  wais  2558 
and  the  number  of  new  houses  completed 
during  the  year  was  3» 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  6,070 
and  this  figure  was  taken  when  calculating 
the  birth  and  death  rate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

16 

29 

45 

Illegitimate 

5 

1 

6 

Totals 

21 

30 

51 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  of  the  population 

8.4 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor  (1.3^) 

11.3 

Illegitimate  live 

( births  per  cent  of  total  live 

births 

12 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals" 

- 

- 

- 

Total  live  and  still  births  51 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

Legitimate  - - 

Illegitimate  - - 

Totcds  - - 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births. 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 
Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 


Deaths  under  one  week  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 


Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 
per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 


Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths 

43 

37 

8o 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  Of  the  population 

Crude  Death  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor 

(0.88) 

13.2 

11.6 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Oesophagus 

- 

1 

1 

” - Stomach 

1 

- 

1 

'•  ” - Intestine 

1 

- 

1 

’•  " - Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

4 

7 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

2 

4 

6 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

- 

2 

2 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

- 

1 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

17 

3 

20 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

5 

4 

9 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

2 

6 

8 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

1 

2 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

5 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

1 

1 

2 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

- 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

2 

- 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

- 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

1 

- 

1 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

- 

1 

All  Other  Accidents 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

43 

"IT 

“5^ 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles  1 
Infective  Hepatitis  1 
Food  Poisoning  1 
Tuberculosis  1 
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IMMUNISATION 

Berwick  M»B»»  Belford  R.D.,  Glendale  , Norham  8t  Islandshires  R.D« 


(population  25 i 900) 


Disease 

Primary  Immunisations 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Under  4 

4-15 

Total 

Under  4 

i 4-15 

Total 

Diphtheria 

397 

4 

401 

3 

307 

310 

Whooping  Cough 

397 

4 

401 

1 

1 

Tetanus 

397 

4 

401 

3 

307 

310 

Polio 

388 

7 

395 

3 

298 

301 

Measles 

265 

38 

303 

- 

- 

- 

Rubella 

* 

279 

279 

•• 

1 

1 

There  were  25^  live  births  in  the  area  during  1972  and  the  number  of 
primary  immunisations  of  infants  under  4 years  of  age  compared  to  the  number 
of  births  is  high. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 


Berwick  Borough  255 
Belford  R.D.  69 
Glendale  R.D.  46 
Norham  & Islandshires  R.D. 

Total  370 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  AM)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

1972 

INTRODUCTION 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

My  Annual  Report  follows  the  pattern  of  previous  years.  In  this  way  easy 

eompari^on  is  possible  with  former  years. 

It  is  the  twenty-fifth  report  I have  had  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you. 

Due  to  reorganisation  taking  place  with  effect  from  1st  April  197^  it  may  well 

be  the  last  you  will  receive  as  due  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  statistics 

it  is  usually  well  into  the  half  year  before  figures  are  available. 

The  staff  in  numbers  remain  unchanged  although  a new  Secretary,  Miss  E. 

Wright,  was  appointed  in  April  1972. 

The  duties  whilst  in  general  terms  remain  unchanged  details  change  with 

new  legislation. 

The  duties  discharged  being 

Housing  Design  and  Management 

Sewage  Disposal 

Public  Cleansing 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspection 

Hygiene  of  Food  Premises 

Pest  Control 

Building  Regulations  Administration  and  Supervision 
Public  Health  Act  Preventative  Measures 
Operation  and  Administration  of  Housing  Acts 
Town  and  Country  Planning  - Delegation  Duties 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act -Administration 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Water  Supply 

Constant  surveillance  was  maintained  on  the  quality  of  all  water  supplies 
in  the  district.  Regular  sampling  was  carried  out  on  all  private  sources  of 
supply.  Of  69  samples  delivered  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Newcastle  for 
bacteriological  examination  24  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Further  sampling 
of  the  supplies  from  which  these  unsatisfactory  samples  came  was  carried  out 
with  the  objective  of  tracing  the  source  of  contamination.  Advice  given  to  owners 
was  generally  accepted  and  resulted  in  improvements  of  quality.  Owners  it  is 
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found  are  only  too  anxious  to  make  their  sources  of  supply  safe  for  drinking 
purposes. 

The  standing  arrangement  with  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Co.  con- 
tinued. They  again  notified  us  of  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  samples  taken 
by  them.  65  samples  were  taken  and  of  this  number  all  65  were  satisfactory. 
Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Design  plans  of  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Wooler  were  completed 
during  the  year.  Work  on  the  site  is  expected  to  commence  early  in  1975* 

The  sewerage  system  at  the  Industrial  Estate  was  extended  to  provide 
additional  capacity.  The  estate  is  now  fully  sewered. 

Samples  of  effluent  taken  by  the  River  Authority  at  the  Wark,  Chatton, 
Lowick  and  Crookham  works  generally  show  them  to  be  of  an  acceptable  standard. 

Unsatisfactory  samples  generally  continue  to  be  given  for  the  Wooler, 
Milfield  and  Bowsden  works.  With  the  works  to  be  in  hand  at  Wooler  and  the  hope 
of  improvements  at  Milfield  in  1975  the  problem  will  be  largely  solved. 

From  1st  April  197^  not  only  will  there  be  reorganisation  of  boundaries 
but  a change  in  function  too  takes  place.  Sewage  disposal  and  sewerage  becomes 
a function  of  the  new  Regional  Water  Authority.  Agency  agreements  are  to  be  made 
for  the  discharge  of  sewerage  functions  but  not  for  sewage  disposal.  In  effect 
fhis  means  the  new  Wooler  Sewage  Disposal  Works  will  be  controlled  on  completion 
by  the  Regional  Water  Authority. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

From  the  statistics  in  Appendix  3 will  be  seen  a heavy  drop  in  the  number 
of  sheep  slaughtered.  This  has  been  more  than  offset  in  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  cattle  and  pigs  slaughtered. 

The  livers  lost  from  liver  fluke  are  greatly  decreased  with  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  Irish  cattle  slaughtered. 

Sooner  or  later  a decision  will  have  to  be  made  on  the  siting  and  con-» 
struction  of  a more  modern  Abattoir  if  we  are  to  progress. 

Food  Hygiene 

The  new  chicken  processing  factory  has  been  in  operation  now  for  over  2 
years.  Cooked  chicken  meat  in  various  forms  is  the  main  product.  This  goes  away 


for  canning  or  bulk  use.  Several  complaints  were  made  during  the  year  about 
obnoxious  smells  emanating  from  the  premises.  The  cause  of  these  were  in- 
vestigated and  the  Management’s  co-operation  sought  in  dealing  with  them. 

No  complaints  were  made  about  the  conditions  of  foodstuffs  produced  on 
the  premises.  The  number  of  food  premises  remain  the  same  as  1969  as  follows :- 

Catering  Establishments  11  Bakers  1 

Butchers  Shops  2 Ice-cream  Manufacturers  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  2 Retail  Confectioners  ^ 

Shops  for  the  sale  of  Ice-cream  l8 

The  unsound  food  condemned  at  shops  was  surrendered  to  me  and  disposed 
of  by  buricl.  Almost  all  of  such  food  condemned  was  due  to  careless  handling 
in  transit  and  could  have  been  avoided. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

10  samples  a similar  number  to  the  previous  year  were  taken  from  un- 
treated milk  and  submitted  for  testing  for  Brucellosis  Abortus.  All  were  found 
negative. 

Public  Cleansing 

Paper  and  plastic  sacks  are  used  to  collect  four-fifths  of  the  household 
refuse.  The  number  of  plastic  sacks  used  is  increasing  at  the  expenses  of  the 
paper  ones.  This  is  because  the  former  are  cheaper  and  therefore  are  used 
wherever  possible.  They  continue  to  make  the  collectors'  job  eausier  and  cleaner. 
There  is  very  little  dust  nuisance  to  the  general  public  which,  I am  informed, 
is  much  appreciated. 

Sackholders  issued  as  bin  replacements  to  Coiincil  properties  totalled  2 
^d  19  were  issued  to  private  purchasers. 

Labour  costs  rose  to  £17»78l  being  the  equivalent  of  a rate  of  10. 8p  in 
the  £•  This  represents  about  13p  per  week  for  refuse  collection  which  at  present 
day  values  appears  reasonable. 

Petrol  Licensing  i . 

A reduction  in  the  number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  petrol  took  place 
to  86.  The  bulk  petrol  covered  by  licences  totalled  87*050  gallons. 

No  accidents  were  reported  as  taking  place  in  premises  covered  by  licence. 
The  duty  in  April  197^  is  transferred  to  the  new  County  Council. 
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Pest  Control 

Complaints  from  domestic  premises  decreased.  29  visits  were  made  to  these 
premises  - and  11  to  business  premises  - the  total  visits  being  similar  to  the 
previous  year*  Business  premises  are  charged  on  a time  basis  for  the  service 
whilst  domestic  properties  are  free. 

All  Council  properties  received  a twice  yearly  treatment  as  in  previous 
years. 

Factory,  Offices  and  Shops  Inspection 

Generally  premises  are  found  to  be  satisfactory.  As  usual  the  most  common 
infringement  is  want  of  decoration. 

It  is  the  duty  of  occupiers  of  shops  and  offices  employing  full  time  labour 
to  report  accidents.  It  is  most  strange  to  believe  there  has  been  no  accidents 
as  no  reports  were  made  over  the  year. 

Street  Lighting 

During  the  year  the  final  stages  of  converting  and  improving  lighting  in 
Wooler  were  completed.  This  ended  a programme  phased  over  4 years  and  should  be 
adequate  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  final  part  of  the  Lowick  village  lighting  was  completed  and  the  residents 
eppear  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  arrangements.  The  local  police  have  however 
requested  an  additional  light  opposite  the  entrance  to  the  village  hall  to  assist 
with  pedestrians  safety  when  functions  take  place.  This  is  on  order  and  should 
be  installed  before  the  dark  nights  of  1973/74. 

The  first  stage  of  improving  Milfield  has  been  approved  and  is  on  order. 

The  total  scheme  was  reviewed  after  the  R.D.C.  proposals  were  forwarded  to  the 
N.C.C.  Surveyors  Department  and  modified  to  suit  expenditure.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  whole  scheme  may  be  completed  in  the  coming  year. 

Covmcil  Houses 

The  cost  of  repair  has  risen  considerably  these  last  few  years  and  now 
stands  at  £37*54  per  house,  a rise  of  £l6.l4  on  the  previous  year. 

Supervision  and  management  is  £10.40  about  £0.70  per  house  up  on  last  year. 

The  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  has  increased  by  2 to  483. 
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Rewiring  of  127  houses  was  virtually  completed  within  the  year  and  tenders 
invited  for  a further  17^»  With  these  it  will  provide  all  the  R.D.C*  housing 
with  new  standards  of  wiring  and  sockets  during  the  last  k years.  Exceptions 
to  the  above  are  the  Pre  War  3 bedroom  houses  due  to  be  modernised  in  a com- 
prehensive scheme  and  the  ground  floor  flats  and  bungalows  in  Wooler  in  which 
it  is  intended  to  include  central  heating  and  kitchen  fittings  at  the  same  time. 

152  houses  had  been  let  to  tender  for  painting  and  of  these  46  are  out- 
standing with  work  in  various  stages  of  progress. 

A further  128  have  been  issued  in  tenders  to  local  firms,  this  is  an  effort 
to  retain  a 3/6  year  painting  schedule. 

Basic  agreement  has  been  obtained  from  tenants  of  the  Pre-V/ar  3 bedroom 
houses  and  detailed  proposals  shall  be  given  later.  Then  further  information 
and  prices  obtained  so  that  the  overall  effects  of  cost  and  suitability  of  the 
improvements  can  be  agreed  upon  by  all  parties  concerned. 

Housing  (Financial  & Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1938-1938 

No  applications  for  this  subsidy  in  respect  of  houses  were  approved. 

To  date  112  houses  have  been  erected  with  the  aid  of  this  subsidy  which 
is  wholly  paid  by  the  Government. 

Private  Houses 

2 houses  were  erected  and  occupied  for  private  owners. 

Housing  Act  1949-69 

There  were  2 applications  for  Standard  Grants  and  48  applications  for 
Discretionary  Improvement  Grants.  A decrease  of  three  and  an  increase  of  24 
respectively  on  the  previous  year.  The  amount  of  grant  these  applications 
cover  is  £434  for  Standard  Grants  and  £44,139  f‘or  Discretionary  Grants. 

Building  Plana 

The  new  edition  of  the  Bviilding  Regulations  were  published  in  metric 
detail.  These  incorporated  all  revisions  to  the  I963  edition,  first  publication. 

Many  plans  deposited  are  still  in  imperial  scale  and  dimension  and  will, 
it  is  expected,  take  up  to  another  2 or  3 years  for  the  local  builder  to  adopt 


the  change  over 
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Applications  were  as  follows 

Building  Regulations  11 8 of  which  Planning  Permission  was  required  for  56 • 

8 plans  were  deposited  by  statutory  undertaking  authorities  for  planning 
approval.  Outline  planning  applications  were  received  for  3 sites  of  which  1 
was  rejected. 

Notices  required  under  the  Building  Regulations  for  stages  of  work  com- 
pleted are  still  not  deposited  at  the  appropriate  time,  entailing  often  wasted 
or  unsatisfactory  inspections. 

Housing  - Demolition  & Improvements 

The  position  of  the  housing  situation  in  the  district  is  presented  in  its 
usual  form  in  Appendix  1 . The  trend  away  from  demolition  to  rehabilitation  con- 
tinued. Modern  techniques  and  mat^erials  make  it  possible  to  extend  the  life  of 
all  but  the  very  worst  property. 

Transport 

Northern  Farmers  Oils  Ltd. , continue  their  success  in  obtaining  the 
tender  to  supply  diesel  fuel  having  now  supplied  for  6 years.  Their  service  is 
prompt  and  most  efficient. 

The  amount  of  diesel  purchased  was  identical  with  the  previous  year, 
namely  4000  gallons. 

The  refuse  vehicles  used  2772  gallons  and  increase  of  58  gallons  on  the 
previous  year. 

The  older  vehicle  returned  a mileage  rate  of  8.1  m.p,g.  for  a consumption 
of  1325  gallons. 

The  newer  vehicle  now  two  years  old  used  l447  gallons  for  a mileage  of 
18,221  giving  a return  of  12.6  m.p.g. 

The  Austin  Van  continues  to  prove  a useful  vehicle  for  its  purpose.  It 
returns  a fuel  consumption  of  34  m.p.g.  for  a total  mileage  of  10,64l  for  313 
gallons . 

i 

The  David  Brown  Tractor  now  3 years  old  has  been  much  more  a success  than 
that  previously  used. 

The  fuel  being  615  gallons  an  increase  of  21  gallons  on  the  1971  figijre. 
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Conclusion 

The  year  ended  with  every  prospect  of  work  starting  in  the  Wooler  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  after  many  years  of  seemingly  fruitless  negotiations. 

The  two  sites  remaining  available  on  the  ex.  Railway  Industrial  Site 
have  not  yet  been  occupied. 

The  improvements  to  the  Chatton  cottages  have  dragged  on  and  are  now  12 
months  beyond  their  completion  date. 

The  pattern  of  meals  production  at  the  Community  Centre  has  undergone  a 
profound  change  to  the  original  concept  of  cooking  individual  deep  frozen  meals. 

Traditional  cooking  is  the  established  pattern.  The  kitchen  is  now  over- 
loaded and  inconvenient  especially  so  when  at  least  3 other  users  participate. 

My  thanks  are  offered  to  all  those  who  have  helped  and  supported  me 
during  the  year.  May  I also  thank  the  Council  for  their  continued  kindness  and 
consideration  which  has  been  a source  of  pleasure  in  serving  them. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  R.  FIELD 


Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 


APPENDIX  1 


Revised  Housing  Survey  31»12»72 
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CAT 

E G 0 I 

I E 

S 

No. 

PARISH 

TOTAL 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

j A 

B 

: 

c,, 

1. 

Akeld 

63 

54 

3 

2 

2 

2 

20 

38 

5 

2. 

Bewick 

4l 

34 

4 

2 

- 

1 

- 

37 

4 

3. 

Bowsden 

52 

36 

6 

- 

8 

2 

39 

12 

1 

4. 

Branxton 

59 

49 

4 

1 

3 

2 

48 

11 

5. 

Carham 

187 

133 

13 

7 

21 

13 

108 

77 

2 

6. 

Chat ton 

227 

166 

22 

8 

22 

9 

83 

110 

34 

7. 

Chillingham 

39 

30 

4 

2 

3 

- 

- 

36 

3 

8. 

Doddington 

68 

52 

9 

- 

1 

6 

61 

7 

9. 

Earle 

31 

14 

7 

2 

3 

5 

- 

26 

5 

10. 

Ewart 

44 

21 

12 

2 

7 

2 

31 

11 

2 

11. 

Ford 

254 

151 

37 

13 

22 

31 

174 

76 

4 

12. 

Ingram 

55 

38 

8 

4 

4 

1 

16 

35 

4 

13. 

Ilderton 

47 

35 

4 

2 

2 

4 

— 

44 

3 

14. 

Kilham 

74 

43 

2 

1 

14 

14 

- 

58 

16 

15. 

Kirknewton 

59 

29 

17 

2 

6 

5 

- 

53 

6 

16. 

Lilburn 

53 

29 

9 

- 

15 

- 

- 

43 

10 

17. 

Lowick 

228 

121 

36 

21 

29 

21 

154 

69 

5 

18. 

Milfield 

100 

94 

2 

- 

1 

3 

100 

- 

19. 

Roddara 

45 

29 

4 

5 

4 

3 

- 

40 

5^ 

20. 

Wooler 

586 

472 

48 

15 

4l 

10 

578 

8 

- 

Totals 

2312 

1630 

251 

89 

208 

134 

1351 

846 

116 

20 


N.B.  A - Public  Supply 


- Denotes  water  supplied  from  Water 
Board's  main  to  tap  inside  house. 


B - Private  Supply  - Denotes  water  supplied  from  Private 

Sources  to  tap  inside  house. 


C - Others 


- Denotes  water  from  any  other  source 
than  that  above  and  not  piped  into 
dwellings. 


In  Survey 

Total  number  of  dwellings  in  district-Not  in 

Survey 

Total  number  of  agricultural  dwelling  houses 
in  district  included  above. 

Industrial  and  business  premises  (i.e.  business, 
industrial  and  licensed  premises  and  places  of 
entertainment)  ' 

Council  property  other  than  dwelling  houses 


2312 

246 


2558 

1009  approx 

260  approx 
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APPENDIX  2 


Water  Supplies 


— 

A 

B 

c 

Remarks 

V/ooler 

742 

8 

5 

Supplied  from  Regional 

Scheme 

Lowick 

154 

68 

10 

t» 

It  It 

fl 

Bowsden 

41 

9 

2 

ti 

It  It 

It 

Milfield 

100 

- 

- 

tt 

II  II 

II 

Wark  ) 
Carham) 

116 

74 

- 

tf 

II  II 

11 

Branton 

16 

It 

II  11 

It 

of- 


A - Water  Board's  Supply  pipes  into  houses 
B - Private  supply  piped  into  houses 
C - Dependent  on  stand-pipe  only 
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APPENDIX  3 


1972 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  at  Slaughterhouse 


! 

1 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

1 

j Number  killed 

1857 

3 , 

6489 

4093 

Number  inspected 

1857 

3 

6489 

4093 

All  diseases  except  Tubercul- 
osis. Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

7 

1 

30 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

174 

2 

75 

281 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

9.39^ 

100^ 

1.1% 

6.S°/o 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 
carcases  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Weight  in  carcase  meat 

57^6  lbs 

inclusive 

con.u6Tnii6Gi  xn  pouiiCLo 

Weight  of  edible  offals 
condemned  in  pounds 

4938  lbs 

inclusive 

1 

1 

Slaughtering  Fees 


Cattle  £2.50 
Pigs  £1.00 
Sheep  75p 
Calves  £1 .00 
Boars  and  Sows  £1.00 


Cysticercosis 


Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 


NIL 
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APPENDIX  4 

Food  Condemned  other  than  at  Slaughterhouse 


Unsound  Food 

i 

Surrendered 

Seized 

Proceedings 

1.  Beef  (Home-killed) 

2.  Beef  (Imported) 

- 

3.  Mutton  (Home-killed) 

4.  Mutton  (Imported) 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

5.  pork  (Home-killed) 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Pork  (Imported) 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Gsune 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Poultry 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Fish 

- 

- 

- 

10.  Fruit 

- 

- 

- 

11.  Eggs 

- 

- 

- 

12.  Bacon 

- 

- 

- 

13*  Cheese 

- 

- 

- 

l4.  Butter 

- 

- 

- 

15*  Lard 

- 

- 

- 

l6.  Canned  Fruit 

130  lbs 

- 

- 

17 • C.  Ham  (Imported) 

70  lbs 

- 

- 

l8.  C.  Meats  (Imported) 

28  lbs 

- 

- 

19*  Canned  Tongue 

- 

- 

- 

20.  Tinned  Milk 

— 

— 

APPENDIX  5 


Factories  Acts,  1937  & 19^8 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  in  respect  of  the  year  1972  for  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Glendale  in  the  County  of  Northumberland. 


Peort  1 of  the  Act 

1 . INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  Health 




Hm/c 

Line 

No. 

No.  on 

Regis- 

ter 

1 . Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1 ,2,3t^  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

8 

2.  Factories  not  inc- 
luded in  1 , in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  LoceQ. 
Authority 

42 

3.  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec. 7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (Exclud- 
ing out-worker's 
premises) 

TotsG-s 

- 

50 

Number  o 



Vc 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

Line 

tions 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

No. 

7 

- 

- 

18 

2 

- 

- 

, 

25 

2 

- 

- 

j 
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2*  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


1 

M/c 

Eine 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

i 

1 Number  of  j 

Cases  in 

No. 

Found 

Remedied 1 Referred 

which 

Prosecutions 

To  H.M. 
Inspect- 
or 

|By  H.M. 
[Inspect- 
or 

were 

instituted 

Want  of 

Cleanliness 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

Defective 
drainage  of 

2 

2 

floors 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

2 

2 

a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

b)  Unsuitable 

c)  Not 
separate 

2 

2 

for  sexes 

Other  Offences 
against  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat- 

ing  to  outwork 

■ 

■ 

Totals 

- 

6 

6 

- 

- 

- 

N.B.  The  Council  maintains  a register  of  applications  for  new  houses..  This  is.kept  for  the  following  places  only  with  the 
number  of  applications  for  each  plan.  This  is  at  1st  January  1972;- 

WOOLER  1^3  LOWICI.  27  EOWSDEN  0 MILFIELD  17  CHATTON  24  BRANXTON  7 WARK  2 
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APPEI^IX  7 


HOUSING  TABULAR  STATEMENT  FOR  YEAR  1972 


NEW  HOUSES  COMPLETED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

WITH  STATE 
ASSISTANCE 

UNAIDED 

TOTAL 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  By  private  persons 

3 

3 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  district  2558 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 

1 .  Has  Survey  been  completed  for  the  whole  of  the  District? 

(If  the  answer  is  'Yes'  please  show  the  table  below  the  position  at  the 
end  of  the  year  as  affected  by  any  reconditions  or  demolitions  since  the 
Survey.  If  'No'  state  the  classification  so  far  as  has  been  ascertained 
to  date . ) 


Category 

Classification 

Number 

1. 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

1644 

2. 

Minor  Defects 

230 

3. 

Requiring  repair,  structural  alterations 
or  improvements 

87 

4. 

Appropriate  for  reconditioning 

199 

5. 

Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair 
at  reasonable  expenses 

150 

If  the  Survey  is  incomplete!  approximately  how  many  houses  are  still 
to  be  inspected?  - 246  These  in  higher  R.V.  grouping  and  known  to  be  in 
Category  1 . 

2.  Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses 

A.  Formal  Action 

1.  Niimber  of  houses  demolished  during  1971  as  a result  of 
Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action. 

2.  Number  of  houses  included  in  above  which  were  from  pre- 
war confirmed  Clearance  Areas. 

3.  Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a result 

of  formal  action.  2 

B.  Informal  Action 

1 . Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a result 
of  informal  action  and  not  included  in  above. 


3»  Reconditioning  and  Repair 


Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  1972  by  procedure  under 
either 

Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notices 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
4.  Improvement  Grant  - Housing  Act  1949  ~ 69 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority 
during  year 

(b)  Applications  rejected  by  Local  Authority 

(c)  Applications  forwarded  to  Ministry  (not  now 
generally  applicable  as  Local  Authority  approve) 

(d)  Applications  rejected  by  Ministry  (not  now 
generally  applicable  as  Local  Authority  approve) 

(e)  Applications  approved 

(f)  Total  number  of  applications  approved  in  your 
area  since  inception  of  scheme 

If  any  houses  not  included  in  above  table 
were  approved  for  grant  under  Hill  Farming 
Act,  please  state  number. 


i 


J 


